CE Epidemiology Services Tel: (604) 660-5693

BC Centre for Disease Control Society Fax: (604) 660-0197

BC Centre for Disease Control 655 W 12" Ave epidserv@bccdc.hnet.be.ca
Vancouver BC V5Z 4R4 WWW.bCCdC.OI‘g
April 1, 2003
ATTN: Medical Health Officers and Branch Offices

Public Health Nursing Administrators and Assistant Administrators
Holders of Communicable Disease Control Manuals

Re: Revised Guidelines for the Control of Hepatitis A
Please note the following revisions to the Hepatitis A Control Guidelines:

e Page 3: A definition of a hepatitis A outbreak is provided.

e PageT7:

o Deletion of recommendation that persons who have received 1
dose of hepatitis A vaccine at least 1 month prior to exposure do
not need hepatitis A vaccine or |G. History of receipt of even one
dose of hepatitis A vaccine at any time prior to the exposure
eliminates the need for vaccine or |G post-exposure.

o Only one dose of Hepatitis A vaccine is to be provided post-
exposure

Please remove and destroy from the Communicable Disease Control Manual:

Hepatitis A Control
Pages 1to 10 Dated January 2003

Insert the following pages in the Communicable Disease Control Manual:

Hepatitis A Control
Pages 1to 10 Dated April 2003

Administrative Circular # 2003:04



The revised Hepatitis A Control Guidelines are posted on the BCCDC website at:
www.bccdce.org

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Karen Pielak, Nurse
Epidemiologist, Epidemiology Services, BCCDC at telephone (604) 660-6061,
fax (604) 660-0197 or e-mail karen.pielak@bccdc.ca

Sincerely,

David Patrick

Director

Epidemiology Services

BC Centre for Disease Control

DMP/kka

pc:  Dr Perry Kendall Dr. Shaun Peck
Provincial Health Officer Deputy Provincial Health Officer
Ministry of Health Services Ministry of Health Services
Dr. Bob Fisk Lorna Storbakken
Medical Consultant Director
Non-Communicable Disease Disease and Injury Prevention Branch
Services Ministry of Health Planning

Ministry of Health Planning

Jane Crickmore

Public Health Nursing Consultant
Disease and Injury Prevention Branch
Ministry of Health Planning
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